1^8    BETWEEN TEARS AND LAUGHTER
Third World War. With the World Federation, the Quotas of the rebel communist nations would total only %$% against the 67^ total of the Mobile Corps, the Anglo-Americans, and the other Contingents of the World Police.
In other words, no one will have a grand slam. The cards are, in fact, so dealt out that no one will bid at all. If mathematics will give us a peace, this plan will do so. If the cat can be belled, if Russia will accept the cards dealt out to her, if no card-player nods, if all the players are equally skilful, or equally reckless, or equally cautious, or equally honest, or equally good at making passes to neighbours or slipping cards from their sleeves, above all, if all the players love and trust one another, there should be no bid and no play at all. If there are no upsetting factors like different national psychologies, national ambitions, and cultural traditions, if eternal vigilance can be kept up, if the "World Government" is able to act promptly and despatch the "Mobile Corps*' instantly, if it will not appoint another Lytton Commission to take a year to make a report for the purpose of being filed, if it is easy to define "aggression" and "defence," if there is not the question of industrial potentials, if there is no question of commercial aviation, if all people are equally aggressive or equally satisfied with what they have, if no nation secretly rearms or openly defies and denounces the quota system, if the different "National Contingents" and the "Mobile Corps" are equidistant from the point of conflict, if there are no questions of sea and land transportation to distant continents, and if all are available at a moment's notice, if no state member hesitates or "remains neutral at the call of duty, if there are, for instance, no internal factions in Czechoslovakia or between Czechoslovakia and Poland when Russia or Germany rebels, if